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Cleveland Sight Center Mission Statement
To empower people with vision loss to realize their full potential  

and to shape the community’s vision of that potential.

Founded in 1906, Cleveland Sight Center is the only organization in Northeast Ohio 
that offers comprehensive services for individuals who are blind or have experienced 

vision loss. From infants to seniors, CSC is a partner for life, working to educate, 
empower and employ. Supported by 170 employees, 54 board members and more 

than 500 volunteers, CSC serves more than 13,000 people each year through 
education, direct services and preventative vision screenings. 

University Circle
1909 East 101st Street
Cleveland, OH 44106

216-791-8118
clevelandsightcenter.org



Every Family Has a Story

Our story begins
It was Alyson’s third pregnancy and by all accounts everything was going well. The 
baby’s two older brothers were anxiously waiting to welcome him into the family.  

Shortly after Owen’s birth though, we noticed that his eyes looked cloudy 
and after several tests, we learned that he had Primary Aphakia – the lenses 
of his eyes were missing – he was blind and there was no cure. We were 
shocked. We were scared. We had so many questions. How will we raise him? 
How will he learn? What will the future hold for him? What can he be when he 
grows up? We didn’t know what to do or where to turn for help.

Our story continues
We quickly learned that we were not alone – we had Cleveland Sight Center 
(CSC). Brenda, an Early Intervention Specialist from CSC, entered our lives when 
Owen was just a few weeks old and taught us how to begin to unlock his limitless 
potential. She and Cleveland Sight Center have been there for us with each new 
milestone and challenge.

Owen is now 19 months old and because of your support, is an active, energetic 
kid on the move. He loves to laugh and play. He learns so fast and is always 
exploring the world around him. We now feel equipped to raise our special 
boy and to be his advocates as he grows. We still have questions every day, 
but doesn’t any family? We know that with Cleveland Sight Center’s help 
and support he will go to school with his brothers when the time comes, 
and even go on to college. We know he can be anything he wants to be and 
someday he will have a career, a home, a family of his own…just like anyone else.

Please be part of our story   
Cleveland Sight Center has become a Partner for Life to our family and will 
continue to be there for us and for others who have their own story. Your 
donation to Cleveland Sight Center will be an investment in the future of those 
who are blind or have low vision. 

You can make a difference. Please make your donation to the 2018 Annual 
Appeal today. 

Sincerely,  

John, Alyson, Emmett, Julian and Owen 
The Schoff Family
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